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Name: Rachel LEVY (marital name: COHEN-SELMOUN)

Marital status: Married (1 child)
Date of birth: Born on 20" June 1978

Professional address: ENSFEA (Building 14), 2 Route de Narbonne, 31 320 Castanet-Tolosan.

Personal address: 4 Impasse de la Caravelle, 31500 Toulouse.

Personal address in Israel : 61 Tel Hai, Ashdod

Phone: +336.61.97.19.21

Email: rachel.levy@ensfea.fr

Actual position: Lecturer in Economics at the National Higher School of Agricultural Education

(ENSFEA) in Toulouse, France and researcher at LEREPS (Laboratory for the Study and Research on

Economics, Policies, and Social Systems, University of Toulouse). For 2024-2025, I’'m invited researcher
at Robert H. Smith Faculty of Agriculture (Rehovot).

Research topics: My research in territorial economics is focused on the collective and territorialized

process of knowledge and innovation production. Rooted in the theoretical framework of evolutionary

geographic economics of innovation, my research employs diverse methodologies applied to different

sectors and territorial analysis frameworks. Recently, my research focus on the role of educational

institutions in facilitating collective knowledge production for agroecological transition.

Diplomas and additional training:

2020: Habilitation to Supervise Research: "Towards an interdisciplinary approach for a better
understanding of clusters," defended on November 20, 2020, at ENSFEA under the supervision of
Jérome Vicente (Professor of Economics, Sciences Po Toulouse).

2001-2005: Ph.D. in Economics: "The role of university research in innovation systems: a territorial
approach." Thesis publicly defended on November 21, 2005, at the University of Strasbourg, under
the supervision of Jean-Alain Heraud (Professor of Economics, University of Strasbourg).

2000-2001: Master's degree in "Sciences, Technologies, Societies: History and Issues," University
of Strasbourg, Strasbourg 1.

2000-2001: European Master's degree in "Society, Science, and Technology in Europe" (ESST),
specialization: from theories of innovation to technological policies, University of Strasbourg,
Strasbourg 1, and European Master's degree in "Economics of Technological and Institutional
Change," University of Strasbourg, Strasbourg 1.



Professional background:

2024-2025: research vacation Israel at Robert H. Smith Faculty of Agriculture (Rehovot) with
professor Ayal Kimhi and associated researcher to the CRJ (Research center of Jerusalem)

Current position (since 01/02/2019): Lecturer in Economics at the National Higher School of
Agricultural Education (ENSFEA) in Toulouse and researcher at LEREPS (Laboratory for the Study and
Research on Economics, Policies, and Social Systems, University of Toulouse).

2009-2019: Lecturer in Economics, Department of Business and Administration Management (GEA),
in Technological University, Auch, University of Toulouse 3, researcher at LEREPS, University of
Toulouse.

2007-2008: Postdoctoral researcher at GREThA (University of Bordeaux) as part of the project:
"Ecotechnologies and sustainable development: a socio-economic analysis. The case of the forest-
wood-paper sector in Aquitaine."

2007-2008: Teaching assistant at the National School of Agricultural Works Engineering in Bordeaux.

2006-2007: Researcher at the regional center associated with the Center for Studies and Research

on Qualifications in Strasbourg.

2002-2006: Part-time teaching assistant in economics at the Faculty of Economics and
Management, University of Strasbourg, Strasbourg 1. 2004-2005: Temporary teaching and research
assistant (ATER) in economics at the Faculty of Economics and Management, University of
Strasbourg, Strasbourg 1.

2001-2005: Ph.D. in Economics: "The role of university research in innovation systems: a territorial
approach." Thesis publicly defended on 21/11/2005 at the University of Strasbourg, Strasbourg. 2

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

Recent research projects:

2022-2027: coordination of the project TFC (Communities based Transitions) financed by INRAe
and Occitanie Region (390 000€ for 5 years). Objective: This project aims to build an
interdisciplinary conceptual framework about communities-based transition. Activities within the

project: coordination of the whole project, coordination of a work package on the dynamics
between communities, individuals and territories, PhD supervision and project in Israel on the case
of rural communities in Israel. More information about the project: https://www.tetrae.fr/les-

projets/tfc

2021-2026: Collaboration in coordinating the Octaave Key-Challenge: OCcitanie - Agricultural and

Food System Transitions Towards Agroecology finance by Occitanie Region. Objective: build an
interdisciplinary network of researchers working on agricultural and food transitions in Occitanie
region. Activities within the project: participation to the steering comity of this network: More

information about this project: https://octaave.univ-toulouse.fr/

2022-2024: Coordination of a work package in the PAACTE project ("Revitalizing the wool sector in
Occitanie: pastoral economy, wool resources, and local textile activities") funded by the Occitanie
Region. This interdisciplinary project aims to diagnose the initial forms of resilience in the pastoral
sector in Occitanie. Activities within the project: coordination of a work package on "territorial




development and new forms of pastoral economy - pastoral sector" and supervision of a post-doc
More information about this project: https://blogs.univ-tlse2.fr/paacte-filiere-pastorale-

occitanie/
2022-2023: Participation in the FFASE project: "Supporting the implementation of agroecology

trainer training programs based on the mobilization of endogenous knowledge". This project aims
to map the endogenous knowledge present in territories in France and West Africa, and to
implement a training engineering approach to support an agroecological transition process based
on the mobilization of endogenous knowledge. Activities within the project: coordination of

master's internship and building of the Internet website More information about this project:

https://www.ffase.org/

Research supervision:

2023: Postdoctoral research supervision of Cathy MILOU, co-supervised with Jean-Michel Minovez
(Professor of History, University of Toulouse Jean Jaurés) on "Revitalizing the wool industry in
Occitania: pastoral economy, wool resources, and local textile activities."

2023: Postdoctoral research supervision of Gwen CHRISTIANSEN, co-supervised with Laurent
Hazard (Director of UMR AGIR, INRAe), aiming to provide "an interdisciplinary literature review of
the concept of community and its relevance in supporting transitions”.

2023 to 2025: PhD supervision of Léo MOCQUELET, co-supervised with Frederic Wallet, Research
Officer at INRAe, on "Building a territorial community as a lever for agroecological transition."
2022 to 2024: PhD supervision of Lorine MARETZ, co-supervised with Frangois Fall, Associate
Professor in Economics at LEREPS, on "Communities as a lever for agroecological transition: A
comparative analysis of farmers in West Africa and Occitania."

2022: Supervision between March and September 2022 of 6 research internships as part of the
project "Supporting the implementation of agroecology trainer training programs based on the
mobilization of endogenous knowledge".

2020: Supervision of the research internship of Ophélie GARES: "Agricultural education and its
audiences facing the challenges of climate change: A socio-economic analysis of the contribution
of this training program to the implementation of Nature-Based Solutions."

2017-2018 : Postdoctoral research supervision of Geoffroy LABBROUCHE on “ Actor”s network into
small cities for agro-alimentary innovative project”

Publications
Synthesis  [Number of publications Including publication iflncluding publication as
international review |author
2024 5 2 2
2020-2023 |6 1 2
2015-2019 |4 + 2 chapters 2 1+2 chapters
2011-2014 |5 + one book and 2 chapters 3 3 + 2 chapters+ 1 book
2007-2010 |5 2 3
2003-2006 |3+ 2 chapters 1+ 2 chapters 1c+2 chap
Total 29 articles + one book +6 chapters |11 articles + 2 chapters|12 + 6 chapters + 1 book
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